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Whose Teeth Are Set on Edge? PAGE 5 
Letters to the editor 
Work It Through Together 
I share your concern [E. V., April 25] 
regarding divorce being used by Christ ian 
couples (or couples that are not nominally 
C h r i s t i a n ) — e s p e c i a l l y when the re a r e 
children. I was closely involved in the 
b r eakup of four couples and deeply feel the 
emotional upheaval of the children. 
This week I found a book, Me, You and 
God by George Edmonson and published 
by Word , Inc. My confidence in God tells 
me that if any couple having difficulty 
would find another couple or two and work 
through their problems together, using the 
method suggested in this book that any 
thought of divorce would be forgotten. In 
fact I am so sure that I will offer to buy the 
books for the experiment . I believe in 
M a r k 10:27. 
I r e m e m b e r h a v i n g h e a r d t h e s e 
quotat ions , " Y o u may live alone but you 
won' t like i t" and "divorce creates more 
problems than it solves." 
Stat is t ics tell us that many of our youth 
who are in t rouble are f rom broken or 
unhappy homes. How can we expect our 
neighbors to come to our churches if our 
homes are unhappy? Read Psalm 78 to find 
the cause and cure for " s tubbornness" and 
" rebe l l ion , " and what adults should do to 
prevent it. 
Mrs . Marvin Hoover 
Ludlow Falls, Ohio 
Takes Exception 
The resolutions passed by organizations 
to which the Brethren in Christ belongs 
often cause a strong negative response 
within me. I would like to draw your 
at tention to one reported in the 10 M a y 
Visitor. The article is entitled, " C H A — 
Faith Working by Love." 
The resolution I find most offensive to 
myself states that C H A members and 
constituent organizations should, "Direct 
at tention to the relationship of nat ional 
progress to faith in God ana commi tment 
to biblical principals." First of all, that 
s ta tement is unbiblical. The Bible is very 
clear that the rain falls upon the just and 
the unjust . Second, one has to be blind to 
see that in many cases the opposite is true. 
For example, the Chinese do not profess 
faith in God or biblical principals and yet 
their national progress is phenomenal . 
Thirdly, there is an unwritten assump-
tion behind this resolution. The assump-
tion is that America has developed and 
become " g r e a t " because our country is 
Chris t ian and, therefore, God is on "ou r 
side." Does anyone seriously believe that 
when he-she surveys Amer ica ' s past of 
genocide, violence, racism, discrimination, 
greed, broken families, drunkenness, and 
drug addiction? 
It is really t ime to understand and 
believe that God loves the whole world. W e 
Christians cannot afford to pat ourselves 
on the back because Nor th Amer ica is 
more wealthy than other parts of the 
world! 
M a r k Keller 
Livingstone, Z a m b i a 
A Dove or An Eagle? 
Y o u r recent ed i to r ia l on the new 
Brethren in Christ Her i tage book, Called 
to Obedience, r eminded us t ha t o u r 
sp i r i tua l f o r ebea r s t ook ser iously the 
search for what it means to follow Jesus 
faithfully in this present evil world. The 
anticipated study of this Her i tage book in 
the fall Sunday school quar ter will provide 
a good occasion for congregat ions to look 
at the "S tudy Paper on the Church , W a r 
and Respect for H u m a n Li fe" which was 
issued to the congregations by General 
Conference in 1974. This study paper deals 
with the question of violence, and other 
issues involving human life. 
How do the Brethren in Christ interpret 
Amer ica ' s experience in Vietnam vis-a-vis 
their historic peace test imony? Are we 
prepared to be as clear as Char les Wells in 
Between the Lines, M a y 15, 1975: " A false 
concept of power ends with the complete 
collapse of the U S political and military 
technology the life of Southeas t As ia—the 
false concept that through modern mili tary 
t e c h n o l o g y t h e l i fe of n a t i o n s a n d 
movements of history could be controlled. 
Human i ty cannot be controlled by a rmed 
might, we can only try to understand 
history and guide it. O r in some more rash 
to page seven 
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O N E OF THE catchy phrases making its rounds during 
my seminary days was: "Preachers are spending their time 
answering questions which no one is asking." 
This statement was intended to summarize the 
irrelevancy of most preaching and the dullness of many 
sermons. The observation that many sermons are both 
irrelevant and dull is probably a valid one, although my 
more recent experience provides little support to this ob-
servation. However, the assumption that the value of a 
sermon can be determined by the felt need in the pew 
deserves some examination. 
The assumption that people will ask the right question 
should not go unchallenged. Nor is it a proper function of 
preaching to always allow the audience to determine the 
agenda. The Bible is not only a book of answers to life's 
problems, it is also the source of questions to life's 
assumptions. 
One of the functions of preaching and one of the roles of 
Scripture is to ask questions. We are prone to raise 
questions of a secondary nature and seek answers to self-
centered interests. Indeed, I suspect that too many congre-
gations and denominations, too many workshops and 
study conferences, spend time on the wrong agenda 
seeking answers to the wrong questions. 
This is not a new phenomenon. 
In Mark 10:35 James and John ask to be granted 
positions of prominence in the kingdom — seats on either 
side of Christ. Jesus said that is the wrong question. The 
real question is: "Are you able to drink the cup that I 
drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am 
baptized?" 
There is the story of Jesus' meeting the Samaritan 
woman at Jacob's well. After some introductory conver-
sation the interchange becomes more personal and Jesus 
begins to probe the woman's conduct. She immediately 
turned the subject to worship. Worship is a much less 
threatening subject than sin. Although Jesus salvaged the 
situation — as He so ably did on many occasions — the 
fact is that her question was not the real one. It was not a 
question of where but how; related to how was whom; and 
intertwined with whom was conduct and life. 
Jesus was preparing to leave His disciples and was 
telling them so as recorded in the first chapter of Acts. In 
this setting the disciples inquired, "Lord, will you at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israel?" Jesus indicated that 
this was not the real question. The question was one of 
witness and power — the present rather than the future. It 
was related to obedience rather than speculation. 
There is an increased emphasis upon the Bible as 
reflected in sales and multiplicity of versions and 
paraphrases and in the growth of Bible study groups. It 
should be our concern that in our approach to Scripture we 
allow it to raise the questions as well as provide the 
answers; to diagnose the illness as well as prescribe the 
therapy; to undermine our false security as well as provide 
a sure foundation; to tear down as well as to build up. 
We will do well to examine the movements and 
emphasis within the church in light of the Scriptures. Let 
the Scriptures prepare the agenda as well as provide the 
resources for the meeting; let the Bible determine the 
questions as well as provide the answers. 
It is very doubtful if we will ever get the right answer if 
we do not ask the right question. 
A Word 
Lightly Used 
I T WAS NOT the faith of the three Hebrew children that 
brought them out of that fiery furnace. It was their faith 
that took them in. 
We have a tendency to identify faith with the miraculous 
and see a direct relationship between the degree of faith 
and the manifestation of the miraculous. A reading of 
Hebrews 11 should give us a more biblical perspective 
whether thev "escaped the edge of the sword' (v. 34) or 
were "killed with the sword" (v. 37) did not alter the fact 
of their faith. Faith was evidenced by their faithfulness to 
God's call. 
Faith is not essentially an attitude of the mind or the 
emotions but an act of the will. It is the conversion of 
belief into act and trust into obedience. Abraham's faith 
was evidenced in his faithfulness to God's call. When he 
heard God's call in Ur, he said to Sara, "Let's start 
packing!" They moved to Haran. Some years later he 
heard God's call again. He said to Sara, "Did you save the 
boxes? It's again time to pack. We are moving to 
Canaan." Then there was the night when he heard God 
speak that incredible word: "Take your son, your only son 
Isaac . . . " He rose early. This time he did the packing and 
began that long journey to Mount Moriah. 
We today use the word so lightly. It is part of our 
conversion formula. Sometimes it is used as synonymous 
with belief. Other times it is little more than presumption. 
Sometimes it is identified with our using God for our 
purposes. 
We would do well to restore to faith its biblical meaning 
of faithfulness and obedience. Supportive of this effort is to 
recall that it was faith that took the three Hebrew children 
into the furnace. It was God that brought them out. 
Z 
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On Being a Both/And Person 
Paul S. Rees 
O N E OF the exciting and exacting things about 
life is that in most of its aspects it is less precise 
and tidy than we should like to have it. It has 
multiple edges and they bleed into each other. 
Life is linkage. We want to make it breakage — 
tearing one thing from another. Our Lord 
pushed the both/and button when he said to the 
Pharisees: "These you ought to have done" 
("justice and mercy and faith"), "without 
neglecting the others" (tithing "mint and dill and 
cummin"). 
Let's try an exercise in what it means to be in 
fact a both/and Christian. Its credo might well 
include the following: 
1. I believe in both common grace and condi-
tional grace. It was of common grace that Jesus 
spoke when he said, " . . . your Father who is in 
heaven . . . makes his sun rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sends rain on the just and on the 
u n j u s t " (Mat thew 5:45). Immanuel Kant ' s 
"s tars above" and "moral law within" are won-
drous bounty of common grace, as are "the 
gorgeous canvas of the morn," and the "leap-
ing, lovely ways of children," of which Orrick 
Johns wrote so beautifully. "These," he said, are 
the "unimpoverished spoil poured from the 
bursting stores of God." 
But if these boons descend lavishly on saint 
and sinner alike, the same cannot be said of the 
greater grace that pardons guilt and recreates the 
twisted human person to feel at home in the 
kingdom of God, whose rule is that of "right-
eousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit ." 
This greater grace is not promiscuous. It is con-
ditional. While not purchasable, it is forever 
seeking a receiver repentant enough to know he 
doesn't deserve it and trusting enough to rest 
gratefully in the reality of it. 
2. I believe in both total commitment and 
continuous growth. Most of the best-selling 
books addressed to contemporary Christians are 
at least mildly antinomian, that is, they are per-
missive about sin in the Christian life. They 
rarely wrestle with the radical phrasings of the 
The writer needs little introduction to most Evangelical Visitor readers. 
For those who require an introduction, Dr. Rees is Editor-at-large for 
World Vision and a brother beloved around the world. This article is 
reprinted from World Vision and is used by permission. Copyright 1975 
by World Vision, Inc. 
New Testament: "dead unto sin," "sin shall not 
have dominion over you," "the pure in heart ," 
"sanctify you wholly," " that ye sin not." To ex-
plain them is important; to explain them away is 
impertinent. Yet equally important is a grasping 
of the New Testament emphasis upon acquiring 
Christlikeness. Here the processes of discipline 
and development are unending — "f rom one 
degree of glory to another." Neither crisis nor 
process is excluded; both are embraced. 
3. I believe in both conformity and noncon-
formity. " . . . be subject to the governing author-
ities" (Romans 13:1) puts me under bonds to be 
a conformist. But " . . . be it known to you, O 
king, that we will not serve your gods or worship 
the golden image which you have set up" (Daniel 
3:18) gives me my warrant for turning noncon-
formist when rules demand that I pawn my con-
science. 
4. I believe in both order and ardor in the life 
of the Church. Christian communities that are 
meaningfully cohesive and communicative must 
have a degree of organization. The alternative to 
order is something messy — chaos. The mischief 
sets in when order preoccupies us. Structure 
without spirit stifles. Some rules are necessary, 
but when rules rule us, they ruin us. Order with-
out ardor is tyranny. Ardor without order is 
anarchy. We need both. We should exclude 
neither. 
5. I believe in both the personal and the social 
dimensions of the life in Christ. Though it is 
beginning to yield to clearer thinking, the evan-
gelical bias against the word "social" has been 
excessive and eccentric. We are creatures whose 
sociality is as profoundly real as our person-
ality. Setting the one against the other is with-
out reason or necessity. Furthermore, we need to 
demythologize the notion that desirable social 
consequences flow automatically f rom re-
generative personal changes. Professor Bernard 
Ramm is right: 
The assurances so frequently given f rom the pulpit that if we can 
change enough hearts we will change society cannot be entirely 
believed. . . . M o r e is needed in our present si tuation than 
changed hearts. There must be just p rograms and r ighteous 
policies. 
Being a both/and person is recommended. It 
gets you closer to reality. 
4 Evangelical Visitor 





CaS P'ant °PPos«< ^ Navajos 
3 V a / 0 s foiled 
Indians Given Ultimatum 
F a i r c h i l d Plant Closes 
Whose Teeth Are Set on Edge? 
T H E HEADLINES above bring 
painful memories of events which oc-
curred in the not-too-distant past in 
the Four Corners area of New Mex-
ico. All of these captions were taken 
directly from New Mexico news-
papers during the time these events 
were taking place. We would like to 
place these headlines in perspective 
and explore some issues relating to 
relevant ministries among our people, 
the Navajos. 
We don't have to go to Vietnam or 
the Mid-East to see bloodshed, 
violence and injustice. We just look 
out our back door, and it is there. Let 
me review for you some historical 
facts which will bring you up to date 
on the events to which I refer. 
In May, 1974 a confrontation was 
incubating between Navajos and 
Anglos in the Farmington area 
because of the mutilation murders of 
three Navajo men by three white 
teenage boys. One of the victims was 
the father of three boys who had 
attended the Brethren in Christ Mis-
sion School in the late 1950's. 
On June 8, 1974 the racial tension 
surfaced as Navajos met whites in an 
open confrontation during a march in 
the streets of Farmington. Thirty-four 
Navajos were jailed and one police 
officer was hospitalized in the skir-
mish. New Mexico State Police riot 
teams were rushed to the area from 
various parts of the state in an attempt 
to contain and control the growing 
restlessness. 
But it was not contained that easily. 
Resentment, restlessness, hostility and 
feel ings of in jus t ice ran high, 
simmering for weeks, with minor flare 
ups and clashes protracted through-
out the entire summer. A committee 
was formed called the Navajo Rela-
The writer is superintendent at the Navajo 
Brethren in Christ Mission near Bloom field. 
New Mexico. He is secretary of the denomina-
tion's Ministerial Credentials Board. 
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Marion J. Heisey 
tions Committee which was to work 
with the city of Farmington Navajos 
and the Coalition for Navajo Libera-
tion to discuss grievances and work 
through a peaceful settlement. This 
was not an easy task, but it was an 
attempt to peacefully right some 
wrongs. The Navajo grievances in-
cluded: job discrimination, unem-
ployment, indiscriminate sale of 
alcoholic beverages, the white man's 
greediness for the "almighty dollar," 
inadequate education, among other 
things. The death of the three Indian 
men only brought to the surface what 
had been incubating for a long time. 
Effect on Missions 
School was not yet dismissed for the 
spring when the violence broke out. 
School children became restless, stub-
born, and in some cases, defiant. Talk 
of "Indian Power" and "traitor white 
man" was prevalent. In a neighboring 
mission school some windows were 
broken and demonstrations held. The 
Brethren in Christ Mission conducted 
the funeral for one of the slain men, 
and he was buried in the mission 
cemetery. A business friend of the 
mission suggested to the super-
intendent that he call the sheriff's 
office and have support protection 
provided during the funeral service, 
because he said, "There is going to be 
violence." The sheriffs office was not 
called, and the funeral was peaceful. 
The Lord had His hand in it all. One 
man came to the mission for some 
work to be done on his car. He said, 
"Skin for skin. For every Indian 
killed, a white man must die." 
Outside Forces 
The Navajo Tribe, however, is his-
torically known as a peaceful people. 
T h e y w e r e n o t t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
"disturbers of the peace," nor did they 
make it a habit to aggravate others. It 
was soon evident that other forces 
were behind the aggressive onslaughts 
of threats and violence. Members of 
the American Indian Movement 
(AIM) had moved into the area and 
were serving as the catalyst for the dis-
senters. Agitation was kindled, and it 
would not be easily quieted. There 
were threats of further bloodshed, 
violence and unrest. 
Gradua l ly , th ings apparen t ly 
quieted down, but only on the outside. 
As fall approached, there was little re-
maining evidence of the May and June 
d i s tu rbances which were char -
acterized by open hostility, closed 
stores, harrassed police, disgruntled 
liquor store owners, and marching 
Indians. 
New Outburst 
In l a t e F e b r u a r y , the A I M 
Organization mobilized to Shiprock, 
New Mexico, a heavily trafficked town 
west of Farmington. It is world 
famous for its rock formation, which 
has religious and cultural significance 
to the Navajo. Shiprock has a Public 
Health Hospital with which the 
Brethren in Christ medical staff has 
had close contact for many years, 
working cooperatively to provide 
medical services to area Navajos. 
One of the unique industries of the 
town is the Fairchild Camera and In-
strument Corporation which makes 
and assembles parts for radios, 
cameras and optical equipment. More 
than 400 employees, most of them 
Navajos, have worked there since the 
plant opened in 1968. 
In February of this year, ap-
proximately 140 Navajos were laid off 
their jobs because of the nationwide 
economic crunch. This is when the 
diss ident g roup moved in. On 
February 24, twenty armed Indians, 
most of them AIM members, oc-
cupied the plant and said they would 
remain there until Fairchild rehired 
to page six 
The Edward Gilmores Honored 
T h e months of July and August of 
1932 saw Edward and E m m a Gi lmore as 
par t of the staff of tent workers in 
wes te rn O n t a r i o , with Rev . A lbe r t 
Reigle, the Canad ian member of the 
Brethren in Christ H o m e Mission Board, 
as the evangelist. As they were returning 
h o m e , B r o t h e r R e i g l e a s k e d t h e 
Gi lmores if they would accept an assign-
ment under the H o m e Mission Board. 
Their answer to this call resulted in their 
being placed at Hough ton Mission in the 
spring of 1933. 
A f t e r forty-one years of pastoral ser-
vice at Houghton , Wainfleet , and Boyle, 
a combined service was held by the three 
churches in the Wainfleet Brethren in 
Chr is t Church to honor Rev. Edward 
Gi lmore and Mrs . Gi lmore , the former 
E m m a Sider of Wainfleet . The first nine 
years were spent with the mission con-
gregat ion at Hough ton . Then for twenty-
seven years they ministered to their home 
congregat ion of Wainfleet . During semi-
ret i rement , they served the Boyle con-
gregat ion for five years. 
B i shop R o y S ide r was m a s t e r of 
ceremonies for the pleasant evening. 
T h e Gospel Four , J a m e s Gi lmore , a 
younger brother of Brother Gilmore; 
Rudy Warkent in , Rober t Gi lmore and 
R a l p h S i d e r , n e p h e w s of B r o t h e r 
Gilmore, sang several numbers which 
were appropr ia te for the occasion. Each 
brought greetings and expressed ap-
preciation of his ministry. 
Christ ian Sider, an older brother of 
Mrs . Gilmore, recalled memories of their 
childhood together in their home near 
Perry Stat ion. Pastor Ronald Lof thouse 
of the Wainfleet congregation, told of 
receiving a letter f rom Brother Gi lmore 
while he was a young man in Cal ifornia , 
suggesting that he consider the Christ ian 
ministry. Ben Winger told of the years 
they had served together in harmony in 
the Wainfleet church. 
A plaque was presented to Rev. and 
Mrs . Gi lmore for their years of fai thful 
service to the churches by Ben Winger, 
the senior deacon of the Wainfleet con-
gregat ion. 
Both Rev. and Mrs . Gi lmore served 
f o r m a n y y e a r s as P u b l i c S c h o o l 
teachers. They have one daughter , Mary , 
Mrs . Lester Fretz , Vineland, and a son, 
John , of Wainfleet, and four grandchil-
dren. 
Bishop Sider spoke words of apprecia-
tion for the various ways in which he had 
also served in general church activities. 
These included several years on the staff 
of Niaga ra Christ ian College; many 
evangel is t ic services t h r o u g h o u t the 
brotherhood in the Uni ted S ta tes and 
Canada ; several months of pastoral ser-
vices during the Second Wor ld W a r years 
with about seven hundred conscientious 
objectors in British Columbia ; and years 
of service on the General Conference 
boards such as the H o m e Mission Board, 
Niaga ra Christ ian College and C a m p 
Board, and the Ministerial Credent ia ls 
Board . 
T h e Bishop presented Rev. and Mrs . 
Gi lmore with an honorar ium f rom the 
Ministers ' Ret i rement Fund. 
Following the service a social hour was 
spent in the church hall with the deacons ' 
wives f rom the three churches serving. 
At the present t ime Brother Gi lmore is 
the interim pastor of the Bertie Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
the 140 Navajos which were laid off. 
Negotiations were slow. The plant 
officials became very wary; consulta-
tions were made with the parent plant 
in Mountain View, California, and 
finally a decision was made to bring all 
operations of the plant to a grinding 
halt, at which time all employees were 
laid off. 
The armed Indians continued to 
occupy the building for a few more 
days, but finally vacated. It was an-
nounced that Fairchild had closed 
permanently, and would not reopen. 
What began as an attempt to force the 
plant to rehire 140 employees, ended 
in over 400 people losing their jobs, 
most of them Navajos. The ironical 
part about the entire event is that this 
was not initiated, perpetrated nor en-
dorsed by the Navajo people, yet they 
suffer the consequences. 
What Will Be Next? 
The Four Corners Area in which 
Farmington is located is by no means 
a stagnant, dying unproductive area. 
Projections for the future call for a 
doubling of the population in the area 
within ten years due to industry con-
struction. The largest industry planned 
W H O S E TEETH ARE SET ON EDGE? 
from page five 
for the future is a coal gasification 
plant which will convert 30,000 tons of 
coal per day into gas for domestic and 
industrial use. The Navajos own the 
coal and there is controversy over the 
proposed gasification plant. It would 
bring jobs and revenue for Navajos, 
but it would create other severe 
problems. 
Hearings on the proposal have 
revealed that approximately 1,000 
Navajos live in the area of the 
proposed plant, and that everyone 
living within a radius of 13 miles of the 
site would have to be evacuated or risk 
dying within 5-15 years due to 
poisonous emissions from the pro-
cessing. AIM spokesmen have said, if 
the gasification plant goes through 
there will be big trouble, because 
Navajos don ' t want it. This is 
debatable. Some want it, some do not. 
The Navajos cannot agree. 
Whichever way it turns out, there 
will be dissatisfaction. Concerned peo-
ple are watching carefully the develop-
ments which will have a big impact on 
the community. It is a hard question 
as to how or in what ways should 
Christians and missionaries be in-
volved in these issues. 
History Repeats Itself 
This is the tragic part of these 
events. The Navajo people have 
suffered the consequences of poor 
j udgmen t , m i smanagemen t and 
deceitful bargains over and over again. 
They lived here first, and they have the 
least. They used to have everything, 
now they have nothing. They loved the 
land, for it brought them life, now they 
see it overgrazed, stripped of its beau-
ty for a greedy man's dollar (vast coal 
fields occupy the area). Erosion of 
land and spirit has left deep gullies of 
waste and despair. 
Drifting sand reminds one of shif-
ting values as white people impose 
acculturation on a tribe who did not 
ask for what they now have. Con-
fusion clouds the minds of the young 
people as they go to the white man's 
schools to learn the white man's ways, 
to get a white man's job, in a white 
man's world — yet he is an Indian. 
Yes, there are many things the white 
man brought him — trucks, radio, 
schools, churches, liquor — but these 
things often become liabilities, rather 
than assets. They confuse his values 
rather than clarify them. They create 
to page sixteen 
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Religious News 
Evangelical Fellowship Resolution: 
"Men and Women Are Co-Equals" 
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, 
which has only three women on its 60-
member governing council, meeting in 
Toronto, passed a resolution which stated 
that "men and women are co-equals." 
Both bear the image of God "and enjoy the 
high calling of full personhood," the 
resolution added. 
Before the unanimous approval of the 
resolution, Mrs . Char lo t te Slade of 
Islington, Ont., pointed out that there are 
only three women on the council. " I assure 
you I 'm not a women's libber," she said. 
" I just believe in equality." 
Missionary Sees Most Vietnamese 
Unprepared for Life in the U.S. 
Most of the thousands of South Viet-
namese, who fled to the U.S. from their 
homeland, are "unprepared for the plight 
that lies ahead," according to the Southern 
Baptist missionary William T. Roberson. 
"Few of these desperate people had 
taken time to calculate what their flight 
would mean," he said. 
Roberson, evacuated Vietnam mis-
sionary now working with refugees on 
Guam added, "They only thought of flight 
and safety. The American image of 
freedom and splendor had become a 
relished but unrealistic dream in the minds 
of many Vietnamese people through the 
war years." 
New Rite for Anglican Marriage 
Relieves Bride of "Obey" Vow 
A bride will not have to say "obey" in a 
new Church of England marriage service 
— the first major change in the rite since 
the Book of Common Prayer was issued in 
1662. 
The new service was introduced at a 
press conference by the chairman of the 
church's Liturgical Commission, the Ven. 
Ronald C. D. Jasper, who said that while 
the word "obey" did not appear in the 
service, a bride could opt for it "on the 
clear understanding that she freely under-
stand it, that it is at her request, and that 
she is not doing it because the vicar or her 
parents have bullied her into doing it ." 
Hindi Women's Program Initiated 
Starting in June, a 15-minute, five-day-
a-week program with a special appeal to 
women will be broadcast from Radio 
Ceylon, produced in dialogue form by 
nationals clearly giving the Gospel and 
teaching Christian principles for family 
living. 
The innovative program is viewed as a 
tremendous breakthrough. In a country 
where Hindi is understood by more than 
half the population, or an estimated 300 
million, many women still live in a 
"locked-in" situation. But the advent of 
the transistor radio has changed this. 
The program, sponsored by Back to the 
Bible Broadcast, will be produced in its 
New Delhi studios. 
No Common Opinion on Abortion 
Among Evangelicals Found 
A three-man panel on "The Evangeli-
cal's Viewpoint on Legal Abortion" con-
cluded that there is no opinion common to 
all evangelical Christians. 
The Rev. Bruce Chapman, pastor of 
First Evangelical Free Church in Minne-
apolis, told the Minneapolis Evangelical 
Minister's Fellowship which sponsored the 
discussion, that there is no conclusive evi-
dence in Scripture on when a fetus 
becomes a human being. 
But he added that since this is the case, 
the burden of proof should be on those 
"who wish to terminate life." Mr. Chap-
man warned that when the sanctity of life 
is undermined, the quality of life will 
wither. 
Pastor Blair Enterprises 
Have $16 Million Debt 
Pastor Charles E. Blair's three enter-
prises have a combined unsecured debt of 
$16 million, according to a report sub-
mitted in federal bankruptcy court in 
Denver by a trustee for Calvary Temple. 
According to the information given by 
trustee Thomas Hildt, Calvary Temple, 
the Charles E. Blair Foundation, and the 
Life Center, Inc., also have a combined 
unsecured interest obligation of $5.1 
million. 
Each of the enterprises filed a petition 
for protection last June under Chapter 11 
of the federal bankruptcy act. In addition, 
each has submitted a plan to pay off debts 
and either resume business or be li-
quidated. 
Severe Tests Said Ahead For 
Religion, Government, Education 
"The bicentennial will develop facts in 
our history to hearten us, but severe tests 
are ahead for institutions of religion, 
government and education," Brooks Hays, 
former U.S. congressman and former two-
term Southern Baptist Convention presi-
dent, said at a luncheon in the capital. 
"A vast program of acquainting all 
people with the meaning of Christian 
democracy must be undertaken," Hays 
said at the luncheon meeting announcing a 
lectureship in his honor at Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake 
Forest, N. C. " I t must produce a sense of 
our dependence upon each other and a 
willingness to sacrifice for the common 
good. 
"The patriot and the believer can dwell 
in the same heart ," Hays declared, "but 
only if the patriot heeds the voice of 
conscience and the believer acknowledges 
that the patriot may have a message for the 
believer. Both must be aware of the 
dangers of a civil religion." 
CIA Scored For 
Jeopardizing Missions 
American missionaries abroad, whose 
outreach depends upon trust and con-
fidence, report that recent disclosures of 
CIA activity damage their efforts. 
" I t creates suspicions and puts the mis-
sionaries in a precarious position," says 
the Rev. Charles P. Davignon of the 
Cathol ic Foreign Mission Society of 
America. "Our work has been put under 
kind of a shadow." 
Geo rge W. Corne l l , A P Rel ig ion 
Writer, says that similar anxieties nave 
arisen in numerous missionary agencies, 
both Protestant and Catholic, as ac-
cumulating information emerges about 
undercover CIA intervention in the affairs 
of foreign nations — particularly in Latin 
America." 
A total of some 42,500 American mis-
sionaries work overseas — 35,000 of them 
Protestants, 7,500 Catholics. Some 12,000 
work in Latin America. 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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moment — if the military retain their 
priorities—blow it all up." 
What does our church want to say about 
the way of violence and militarism in this 
world? Dare we hope that congregations 
will devote some serious study to the 
"Study Paper on The Church, War and 
Respect for Human Life" and send their 
conclusions on to the Commission on 
Peace and Social Concerns? One agenda 
item for General Conference in 1976 will 
be the church's position on war and these 
related life issues. Will the spirit of '76 fly 
on the wings of a dove or an eagle? 
John K Stoner, Chairman 
Commission on Peace 
and Social Concerns 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
More on Singlehood 
In reply to Paul Hostetler's letter to the 
editor in May 25 issue. 
I beg to differ with certain statements in 
that article, " that singles are by choice" 
also "any one can get married if he wants 
to bad enough." 
How can any man as a male make 
statements like that? Sure, by theory, but a 
" m a n " does not know some of the inmost 
problems and conflicts of the single lady. 
Possibly due to isolated areas, family 
responsibilities, or various circumstances 
some have never had a fair opportunity for 
marriage. 
I know of a case when the chance for 
marriage did surface the parents literally 
threw in the wrench. How about that? How 
can it be said singles are by choice? 
Sure, I will agree there are some by 
choice, but in my mind there are very few 
that would resist marriage (just to know 
that they are loved and someone to care for 
them) if given the proper chance. 
Personally I have known some singles, 
who I thought were so devoted to their love 
for God, careers, satisfied life style and 
would never marry — but, behold, they 
literally wilted when the right man came 
along. 
I am 100% back of Martha Long's 
article "The Dignity of Singlehood" in 
March 25 issue. 
A single lady 
(name withheld) 
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LEFT: Erma Hare interviews Lot Manga, 
graduate of Ekuphileni Bible Institute (photo by 
George Bundy). 
N K O S A Z A N J 
Ethel I 
Bulawayo, 
A R O U N D the world in 69 days, 
stopping in Japan, India, Zambia, 
Rhodesia and South Africa — that 
was the assigned task of Erma Hare. 
We first learned of it in these words: 
To collect a "story book" of illustrative 
materials for the writers of a new Sunday 
school curriculum that will be known as 
T H E F O U N D A T I O N S E R I E S , trained 
story gatherers will be visiting local Chris-
tian workers in Brethren in Christ and 
Mennonite communities of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. Erma Hare, who 
served with Brethren in Christ Missions in 
India from 1947 to 1971, has been assigned 
to the overseas Story Mission. 
Then on the 19th of February she 
arrived in Bulawayo from Zambia. 
She had come by train and her course 
in Rhodesia was charted. She would 
visit Mtshabezi and then Wanezi for 
eleven days (after having a two-day 
introduction to Rhodesia). Following 
Wanezi, another short time in Bula-
wayo, then on to Matopo. Her final 
four days would be spent in Bulawayo 
before leaving for Johannesburg, 
South Africa. 
How does one gather stories? Let's 
have a peep at an interview. 
"Mr. S., I would like you to meet 
Nkosazana Vundla." ("Vundla" is the 
Ndebele word for "hare.") A ques-
tioning look is the response. "This is 
M i s s E r m a H a r e , H - A - R - E , 
Nkosazana Vundla." Now there 
follows a broad smile, "Oh, I see, 
Nkosazana Vundla!" The ice is 
broken, the name firmly fixed and we 
explain the purpose of the visit to 
Rhodesia.. 
"Were your parents Christian? If 
they were, how did they teach you 
about Jesus? If they were not 
Christians, how did you first come to 
know about Him? What is He doing 
for you now? Has He answered 
specific prayer for you? Wouldn't you 
like to tell me about i t?" In-
conspicuously, the tape recorder is 
turned on so as to assist the memory, 
yet not distract attention. On the 
journey, more than 250 interviews 
were recorded on 62 high quality 
tapes. 
Some began, "I was born in a 
Christian family. We always went to 
church and Sunday school, but I was 
not saved." One added, "I remember 
when my parents moved and my father 
became pastor of a new church. He 
was teaching, too. They told us stories 
from the Bible but I really accepted 
Christ personally when I was at 
Matopo. Yet, if it had not been for the 
Christian teaching of my parents, I 
would never have accomplished what I 
have. (He has worked on four con-
tinents in high educational and 
government circles.) 
One young man thought his parents 
were very foolish to give their money 
to the church. They were church 
leaders and tithers. He is now working 
in town and has been asked to lead a 
youth group. "I knew if I were to 
attend committee meetings and help 
with gatherings, I must not be late. So 
I got a car (an old model). My car 
belongs to the Lord and I am tithing." 
This is third generation tithing, for 
this young man's mother told of her 
parents giving to the Lord the nicest, 
fattest ox in the kraal. Ten percent of 
her father's corn went to God's house. 
"He always had a good harvest, never 
less than 20 bags of corn." They were 
happy Christians, the daughter is a 
happy mother in the Lord and the 
grandson is happy, useful and active. 
During his first year out of Bible 
School, a young evangelist was ap-
proached by a deacon who asked him 
many questions, including "Why are 
you preaching? Is it because you are 
told to, or because you want to?" 
When the young man replied that God 
had told him to preach, the deacon 
asked that he call at his town home on 
his next occasion to pass there. The 
evangelist forgot until reminded by the 
deacon at the next regional con-
ference. When he complied with the 
request, the deacon told him to go to a 
nearby bicycle shop and choose one. 
The young man found bicycles were 
very expensive but selected the 
cheapest one there. However, the 
deacon, noticing the choice, said "I 
will choose for you." The young evan-
gelist, who had been walking from 
place to place and praying for a 
bicycle, saw his prayers answered as 
he was given a nice cycle. 
"God A L W A Y S answers my 
Erayers. My parents were Christians, ut they were poor. In school I was 
doing well and wanted to go on learn-
ing. My father sold two cows and I 
continued. But the next year there was 
no money and father sold no more 
cows. We were praying about it when 
one of the missionaries, not knowing 
our problem, asked if I was returning 
to school. I said "No." She offered to 
pay my fees if I would return! I could 
scarcely believe it. Year by year God 
has led me and answered my prayers." 
There were also those who did not 
come from a "Christian family." We 
sat in the home of a mother who told 
us her parents had died when she was a 





small child and she stayed with her 
grandmother. As she would hear the 
bell ring for church she wanted to go 
but had no clothing. Then one day she 
decided to sit outside and listen. "I can 
still hear them singing, 'It is good to 
be saved' and 'The Bible is above all' 
(free translation)." One day a lady 
noticed her sitting at the door; she 
took off her sweater and 'clothed' the 
eager child so she could enter the 
church. The girl became a Christian. 
After the death of her grandmother 
she was taken to Mtshabezi where she 
kept goats from the corn. Often she 
looked at the clouds thinking "Jesus is 
above there; I want to go to Him." 
That was in 1930. In 1975 she in en-
rolled in a Theological Education by 
Extension class studying the Bible. 
Another girl was driven from her 
home because she refused to be a 
second wife. She was also sent to Mt-
shabezi where she committed her life 
to God. In two direct visions in 1935 
and 1966 she received a definite call to 
work for the Lord. She goes wherever 
she is sent. This commitment has 
taken Ma Tshuma to visitation and 
preaching in the Gwaai in 1969, to 
Salisbury in 1970, 1971 and 1972, and 
to Gwanda from 1973-1975. The Lord 
is now talking to her about another 
area. In answer to prayer a sick lady, 
whose language she could not speak, 
was healed. She prayed that God 
would help her communicate. He did. 
A policeman was saved; a five-year-
old Catholic girl came to Ma Tshuma 
asking her how to repent. At the 
hospital she gave a tract to a man, in-
jured in an accident, who had said his 
way was not open to accept Christ. On 
to page ten 
For me it was a wonderful time, 
but not what one would call 
"inspiring." The wind was too strong 
and cold for that, and the waves at 
the seashore were high. Yet in spite 
of this weather, six people observed 
the rite of baptism. One said after-
ward, "This kind of weather will 
make this baptismal experience un-
forgettable." 
Baptism is an important ex-
perience. Here it takes some people a 
long time to come to the point of 
accepting baptism. Once this step is 
taken, there is no turning back — 
this is the general Japanese under-
standing of the rite. 
Two of those receiving baptism 
were young men whose spiritual 
history is rather short. One is still a 
student at the local college where 
Mr. Tojo teaches. The ladies had a 
much longer history. One first heard 
the gospel while a high school stu-
dent at Hagi, under the ministry of 
the Willms. Another was a student at 
Takibe when the work was begun 
there by the Graybills, 13 years ago. 
These girls married and lived in 
Shimonoseki, and the Books then 
were instrumental in getting them in-
volved in their spiritual pilgrimage. 
Thus all four of the missionary 
couples who have ministered in 
Japan were "involved" in this bap-
tism. 
Many of the six who were baptized 
are very deeply involved in the 
leadership of the church. Mrs. 
Kaneko is the leader of the Sunday 
school. Mr. Takaki is considered one 
of the leaders, gaining this position in 
part because he is an older man. 
Even the college student and his 
friends are actively involved in evan-
gelism, especially of college-age 
youth and those in high school and 
junior high. 
Mr. Tojo says, "Last year we built 
a meeting place (church), but this 
year we must build the church." We 
praise God for this good start. But 
much work; the real work, still lies 
ahead, and so we covet your prayers. 
—Marlin E. Zook 
Martin Zook reading the Confession of Faith to 
six candidates just prior to the baptismal service. 
Mr. Tojo is standing by Marlin. 
!Mt»»«as jjg. 
Ip&iaMMtf 
Coming out of the water following baptism of 
last candidate. 
Five of the six who were baptized standing with 
Mr. Tojo (right). This was taken following the 
morning worship service. (Photos were taken by 
Marlin and Ruth Zook.) 
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Hearing God's Call 
It was on the 30th January of this 
year that I was praying alone in my 
room at home. The main thing I was 
praying about was what the Lord 
wanted me to do. Just as I was 
praying, a verse from Mark came to 
my mind — "Therefore I say unto 
you, what things soever ye desire, 
when ye pray, believe that ye receive 
them, and ye shall have them" (Mark 
11:24). Instead of continuing to ask 
the Lord about work, I started thank-
ing Him because Jesus said, "Any-
thing you ask in my name, I will give it 
to you." I had faith that the Lord had 
provided work for me somewhere. 
Only my Savior knew. 
On the 2nd of February I received a 
message saying I must go to Bula-
wayo to be a Good News Club 
teacher. I wasn't shocked for I remem-
bered the 30th of January when I was 
praying and thanking God for work 
before I knew that there was a job 
waiting for me. 
After I was promised work, I had 
another problem. Where am I going to 
stay in town? I had never lived in town 
and knew nothing about Bulawayo. 
This time my prayer was "Lord, if it is 
your will for me to teach these chil-
dren, nothing can be impossible." My 
mother came to town with me and we 
went to visit my aunt. She told us that 
she had lodgers and there was no room 
for me. I was discouraged and about 
to return home with my mother. Then 
my aunt came and told me that some 
of her lodgers were moving to another 
place and I could stay with her. I was 
really happy because another prayer 
was answered. 
The Friday Good News Club is held in the home 
of Mrs. Mzizi, (on the right) the daughter of the 
retired Rev. M. M. kumalo. She is also the 
superintendent of the Mpopoma Brethren in 
Christ Sunday School. 
I T WAS after I had given my life to 
the Lord in April 1974 that I felt a 
desire to work with little children. 
When I was about to graduate from 
E k u p h i l e n i Bible I n s t i t u t e in 
November 1974, a friend of mine gave 
me the promise of Joshua 1:9, "Have I 
not commanded thee? Be strong and 
of a good courage; be not afraid, 
neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord 
thy God is with thee whithersoever 
thou goest." 
After reading this verse time and 
again, I knew that God has chosen me 
to be His instrument and that He 
would provide something for me to do 
for Him. I prayed for a long time, 
standing on His promises such as 
Luke 1:37, Mark 11:24, I Peter 5:7, 
and Deuteronomy 31:8. 
After seeing all these miracles, there 
were others to follow. I had some per-
sonal needs so I told my friend, Jesus, 
and He gave them to me also. Since I 
have started teaching these Good 
News Clubs, the Lord is blessing every 
meeting. Eleven children have given 
their hearts to Jesus up to now. Tnis is 
a wonderful blessing from the Lord. 
I am praying that the choruses we 
sing, the Bible verses we learn and the 
stories the children hear will bring 
many boys and girls to Christ in the 
townships. So far, the number of 
children we have contacted with the 
gospel is 228 in five weeks. Our meet-
ings are from 4 to 5 p.m., after the 
children get home from school. 
My prayer now is "Lord, make me 
a good instrument in leading these 
children to you." I trust God is going 
to use me according to His will. 
Thursday Good News Club at Edmund Nkala's 
home. Thando is in the back row, on the left. 
NKOSAZANA VUNDLA 
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the next visit the man repented — one 
day before he died! She teaches Bible 
in primary and high school classes as 
well as to a group of physically-handi-
capped children. She has regular 
meetings with the women and visits in 
the mines. But Ma Tshuma says, "My 
strength is like a paper. It is God who 
is strong. It is He who works." 
Ma Tshuma had been driven from 
her home. Her mother smoked, drank, 
and did many bad things. "I did not 
believe she would ever be a Chris-
tian." But one of the missionaries was 
praying for her. Whenever the mis-
sionary saw Ma Tshuma she would 
ask "Are you praying for your 
mother?" The response would be an 
embarrassed laugh but then she would 
pray. The missionary retired but still 
corresponded with Ma Tshuma. In 
each letter would be the words, "Are 
you praying for your mother?" Those 
prayers were answered when the 
mother repented in the 1960's and was 
baptized. Two years later she "died 
well." 
Stories? One high school boy of 
1975 returned stolen books after be-
coming a Christian. Later he was sent 
from nis home. One father received 
money for a wardrobe after their 
home had been burned. A girl prays 
for a bus so she can get to work on 
time; her prayers are answered. A 
business executive prayed for a job, 
then turned down two good offers be-
cause they did not seem to be what the 
Lord wanted. A better job came to 
him, without his going after it, just a 
few days before his former job ex-
pired. Another executive, high in the 
social welfare department, handles 
money and many things for other 
people, but has never stolen for his 
own benefit as he has seen others do, 
because God kept him. An education 
executive led a disillusioned mission-
ary back to faith in God. 
The telling of these stories has 
increased the faith of the story teller, 
they have enriched those of us who 
heard them, and surely God will be 
with the hand of Nkosazana Vundla 
as she prepares them for further use in 
the great harvest field. 
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Needed in Africa 
1 HE Teachers Abroad Program 
(TAP) in Africa is getting its second 
wind, reports Vern Preheim, Men-
nonite Central Committee Africa 
director just back from a visit to the 
continent. Although fewer teachers 
are being placed in Zaire and East 
Africa, countries such as Nigeria, 
Sudan, Swaziland, Zambia and 
Botswana are eager for expatriate 
teachers. 
"Five years ago we thought the 
TAP program would be phasing out 
about now," Preheim explains. "We 
thought the countries would be able to 
produce enough of their own teachers 
and that growing nationalism would 
discourage expatriate service." 
But the ability of some African 
countries to produce teachers has not 
kept pace with their educational ex-
pansion, Preheim says. In addition, 
the siphoning off of the lion's share of 
potential teachers to government and 
industrial jobs has left schools, par-
ticularly in rural areas, short-handed. 
Growing national spirit in Zaire 
including the nationalization of all 
schools and hostility on the part of 
some toward white expatriates, who 
symbolize years of foreign dominance, 
have affected the teaching program in 
Zaire, where a large group of MCC 
teachers serve. This atmosphere and 
lack of available personnel has 
resulted in a reduction from 44 
teachers in 1972-73 to 23 in 1975. In 
the past two years only two teachers 
have begun French language study in 
preparation for service in Zaire. 
East African countries, some of the 
first to achieve independence, cur-
rently have the least need for ex-
patriate assistance. 
But other African countries are a 
different story, Sudan, recovering 
from a 17-year civil war, is just begin-
ning to concern itself with education in 
its less developed southern region. 
"Sudan wants teachers but they don't 
have the schools yet," Preheim says. 
"Probably they will need expatriate 
teachers for the next 10 years for whole 
areas in the south." 
Countries in southern Africa are 
also anxious for teachers. MCC 
Swaziland Director Donavon Nissly 
reports the country is 300 teachers 
short and the deficit grows by 60 each 
year. This is very serious in a small 
country, he says. 
Nigeria, one of the earlier West 
African countries to become in-
dependent, is also opening more doors 
for teachers. Recently the country 
adopted a sweeping plan to im-
plement universal primary education. 
"The extra boost of the develop-
ment of its oil resources seems to have 
helped establish Nigeria's identity as a 
nation," Preheim notes. "The country 
isn't so threatened by expatriates and 
is more ready to accept teachers and 
technical personnel tnan five years 
ago. Expansion in other countries is 
not quite as dramatic." 
Teachers in a wider variety of dis-
ciplines can also be placed, Preheim 
points out. "Three years ago we 
thought the time for history and social 
science teachers was past. Now we 
even have a few requests for religion 
and philosophy teachers." 
One frustration many teachers face 
is an educational system based on a 
European model which depends heavi-
ly on end-of-school exams. Many 
students see education as a necessary 
step toward a job but find required 
material irrelevant to everyday life. 
School dropouts and those who do not 
find jobs after graduation are ill 
prepared for skilled employment and 
are no longer satisfied with village life. 
Although most of the teachers in 
Africa are placed in secondary class-
room situations, opportunities for in-
formal education and for involvement 
in teacher training colleges is increas-
ing. The development of vocational 
training centers called brigades in 
Botswana is one step towardmeeting 
some students' needs. Expatriate 
teachers are developing programs in 
brigades for farmers, bricklayers, 
body workers, seamstresses, carpen-
ters and mechanics. Other countries 
are beginning to examine Botswana's 
model. 
Teacher training schools, develop-
ing most rapidly in Nigeria, as well as 
placements in a few university set-
tings, give expatriate teachers a 
chance to become involved in curricu-
lum planning and in shaping educa-
tional philosophy. However, lack of 
experienced teachers has prevented 
much MCC involvement on this level. 
Educational contributions within 
the system can also be valuable, 
though they may involve more frustra-
tions, says Jay Goering, former Kenya 
volunteer presently coordinating 
teacher placements for MCC. 
"Some students do want and benefit 
from an academic education. Teachers 
have made big improvements in school 
libraries and helped Afr icanize 
teaching resources. A lot of teachers 
are involved with extra-curricular ac-
tivities like sports, Christian youth 
groups, photography, drama and 
gardening. And building personal rela-
tionships with students is important. A 
lot of learning can take place outside 
the classroom," Goering says. 
Another growing dimension for for-
mal education in Africa is in its rela-
tion to food and population concerns. 
Swaziland is urging teachers to give 
students a basic knowledge of agricul-
ture on the side. One MCC teacher 
has been recognized by the Ministry of 
Agriculture as making an important 
impact on agricultural education in 
the country. Other teachers by 
working on food-related projects have 
given students new models in a society 
where manual labor is seen as beneath 
the dignity of educated persons. Basic 
family planning information is some-
times covered in health classes. 
"Our primary effort in agricultural 
education will still be extension work, 
a kind of nonformal education," 
Preheim says. "But I think we want to 
avoid an overly simplistic approach to 
to page thirteen 
Lloyd Wiebe at Nyanga is one of 23 MCC teachers in Zaire 
this year. Because fewer teachers are available for 
Africa overall, the number of teachers in Zaire 
has been diminishing. (MCC 
photo by Don Lloyd.) 
Teachers 
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" W o m a n ' s c p i a c e . . 
I N RECENT years discussion about 
"Woman's Place" has again sur-
faced. This discussion is not new 
though many assume it is. In fact, 
evangelical Christians in the last cen-
tury struggled deeply with many of the 
same issues that are surfacing today. 
Catherine Booth, co-founder of the 
Salvation Army was "an unfailing, 
unflinching, uncompromising cham-
pion of woman's rights" according to 
her son-in-law biographer Booth-
Tucker. (Note the hyphenated name. 
The Booth daughters all hyphenated 
their names with their husbands' just 
as many women are doing today.) 
Catherine Booth believed women were 
equal to men on every level and that 
lack of training and opportunity were 
solely responsible for woman's secon-
dary place in society. Catherine her-
self was a gifted preacher who spoke 
to crowds numbering into the thou-
sands. She said, "Christ's principles 
were to put woman on the same plat-
form as man, although I am sorry to 
say His apostles did not always act 
upon it." 
Phoebe Palmer, holiness evangelist 
of the mid 19th century under whom 
25,000 people were converted, built a 
case for the right of women to preach 
on Acts 2. At Pentecost both men and 
women received the Holy Spirit and 
both went out prophesying — 
prophesying not just in the sense of 
foretelling but in the sense of preach-
ing, exhorting, praying and instruct-
ing. 
When asked about Paul's prohibi-
tion "Let your women keep silence in 
the church" Mrs. Palmer pointed out 
that the injunction was given to the 
church of Corinth which was experi-
encing disorder when people proph-
esied. The women who were un-
educated and who were misusing their 
newfound freedom in Christ were par-
ticularly guilty of causing disorder. 
Surely Paul was not saying women 
could never preach, Mrs. Palmer in-
sisted, for in I Cor. 11:5 he assumes 
they are. 
B. T. Roberts, founder of the Free 
Methodist Church argued in a book 
Ordaining Women that the key text 
for this issue is Gal. 3:28: "In Christ 
Lucille is Assistant Director of the Urban Life 
Center, Chicago. 
Lucille Sider Dayton 
there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is neither 
male nor female." Roberts pointed 
out that Paul carefully erased distinc-
tions between Jew and Greek. For 
example, Paul did not insist that 
Greeks be circumcised. In the case of 
the slave and free, however, Paul 
vacillated. He encouraged Philemon 
to free his slave Onesimus, but he did 
not really challenge the institution of 
slavery. Only in the last century did 
the church mature and challenge 
slavery. Roberts called for the church 
to continue to mature and to erase the 
oppressive distinctions between male 
and female. Roberts even went so far 
as to suggest equality in the home: 
The greatest domest ic happiness always 
exists where husband and wife live 
together on terms of equality. T w o men, 
having individual interests, united only 
by business ties, daily associate as 
par tners for years, without either of 
them being in subjection to the other. 
They consider each other as equals. 
Then, cannot a man and woman, united 
in conjugal love, the strongest tie that 
can unite two human beings, having the 
same interest, live together in the same 
manner . 
There are many other evangelicals 
of the last century who voiced similar 
concerns. Luther Lee, a founder of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church preached 
the ordination sermon for the first 
woman ever to be ordained, again 
using Gal. 3:28 as his text. Seth Cook 
Rees, founder of the Pilgrim Holiness 
Church argued that one of the marks 
of an ideal church is that it is without 
distinction as to sex, and he accused: 
"Nothing but jealousy, prejudice, 
bigotry, and a stingy love for bossing 
in men have prevented woman's public 
recognition by the church." 
Frances Willard, president of the 
W o r l d ' s W o m e n ' s C h r i s t i a n 
Temperance Union zeroed in on the 
use of language which excluded 
w o m a n . She c o m p l a i n e d t h a t 
"preachers almost never refer to the 
women of their audiences but tell 
about 'men' and what 'a man' was and 
is and is to be." Feminists today are 
still concerned about sexist language 
patterns that unconsciously affect us 
all. 
Perhaps the most important issue 
regarding "woman's place" was pin-
pointed by Mrs. J. Fowler Willing in 
The Guide to Holiness in 1898: 
She [woman] contents herself with 
shining, like the moon , with borrowed 
splendor, as the mother , sister, or wife of 
the great so-and-so. . . . She has left her 
talent in its napkin while she has been 
obeying the world 's d ic tum by helping to 
m a k e the most of his. 
Our evangelical foremothers and 
forefathers were quite aware that cer-
tain talents and gifts of the Spirit were 
not given "to men only" and others 
"to women only." They were quite 
aware of the variety of positions of 
women in the New Testament. They 
recognized New Testament women 
not only in the roles of mother and 
wife but also in positions of leadership 
and authority. In Philippians 4:2 Paul 
called Euodia and Syntyche fellow 
workers, and in Acts 21:9 he visited 
four prophetesses. He saluted Junia, a 
woman, as an apostle in Romans 16:7 
although translators through the cen-
turies have referred to her as a man. In 
Romans 16:1 he called Phoebe a 
deacon and according to a reliable 
t r ans l a t ion he said, " s h e was 
designated as a ruler over many by 
me." And in Acts 18:26 Priscilla and 
her husband Aquila are teachers for 
the learned Apollos of Alexandria. 
So what is it that evangelicals were 
saying in the last century and what is it 
that feminists are saying today? It is 
simply this: that a woman's place is 
not any set place. But that a woman's 
place, as a man's, is wherever her gifts 
and talents lead her and wherever God 
calls her. 
God calls some women to be home-
makers, some to be teachers and some 
to be ministers, etc. God calls some to 
a combination of these. God calls 
some women to a life of singleness and 
some to marriage. 
Is the Brethren in Christ Church en-
couraging women to be open to this 
variety of calls? When God calls a 
woman to the ministry in the Brethren 
in Christ Church will she heed that 
call? Will the church recognize that 
call? Or will it force her to bury her 
talent, stay in her place, and miss 
God's best for her? 
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What's It Like at Your House? 
Esther D. Snyder 
T H E Y HAPPEN to be your parents! 
Of course, you didn't choose them. 
Despite the fact that you consider 
them good, bad or indifferent, it is well 
to realize that attempting to get along 
with them is not only a magnificent 
achievement but a command of God. 
When you are sixteen years old, it's 
highly possible that you might find 
spending all your time with them very 
tiresome, boring and sometimes tense. 
You are normal! You might be sur-
prised to discover that they don't 
expect you to do so. But don't believe 
them to be pushy when, out of the 
wisdom and concern of their Christian 
lives, they guide you with some 
specific instruction like, "Lis ten, 
daughter, be wise and give serious 
t hough t to the way you l ive ," 
(Proverbs 23:17) or "Don ' t make 
Esther has recently received her credentials as 
an instructor in Parents Effectiveness Training. 
TEACHERS NEEDED 
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the food problem as if growing food is 
all that matters. Education is a sig-
nificant component of development." 
"Farmers must be able to measure 
their fields and calculate fertilizer 
needs ," agrees a former Nigeria 
teacher. "People who can't read can-
not be efficiently reached by the agri-
cultural demonstrator or the home 
economist. Without an appreciation 
for consumerism, nutrition, economics 
and conservation, full stomachs will 
breed more empty stomachs. Without 
teaching people now to live full and 
responsible lives — with all that im-
plies — development is just another 
fad huckstered by the western world." 
Expatriate teachers are also quick 
to point out that their work is not a 
one-way educational process. Though 
they may contribute a requested skill, 
most teachers affirm they learn more 
than they teach. Three years, the 
length of the usual term, is barely time 
to begin to share and understand cul-
tural differences, religious convictions 
and values. Because intercultural com-
munication is a difficult and slow 
process, teachers are strongly en-
couraged to learn a local language 
even though they teach in English and 
to consider a second term of service. 
—An MCCRelease 
friends with people who have hot, 
violent tempers, you might learn the 
habit" (Proverbs 22:24). 
Also, don't be surprised when they 
have times they want to share with 
you. Two people who are in Christ 
have something in common despite 
difference in age and role. And did you 
know that they are responsible to God 
to instruct and to teach you? 
If your parents are not Christians, 
you have a real challenge on your 
hands. I Peter 3 makes it very clear 
that when there are Christians and 
non-Christians trying to live together, 
the Christian is responsible to have his 
way of behaving so respectful that the 
non-Christian will be "won over to 
believe." Do you see what I mean by 
challenge? 
By the way, silence in family rela-
tionships gets very loud and painful. 
This is especially true when your 
silence is a good manipulation stunt or 
when your family hears you speak to 
your friends so pleasantly and at long 
lengths. They are right to wonder 
about your "Dr. Jekyl and Mr. Hyde" 
personality. 
Your friends who are reading the 
advice of secular writers might be 
taking quizzes which tell them that a 
given score means it is time to rebel a 
bit and that they are needing this to be 
normal. 
Christ never objected to a searching, 
honest mind that wanted to make 
beliefs personal rather than ideas 
passed on by parents. This does not 
necessarily mean that you must try 
everything to know the consequences. 
"A sensible man will see trouble and 
avoid it" (Proverbs 22:3). You don't 
need to get polio to prove the value of 
Salk vaccine. 
Wherever two people live together, 
there are problems to solve. These are 
best solved if they are discussed when 
they begin. If you can't do it with both 
your parents, rap with the one with 
whom you feel more comfortable. If 
you can't talk to either, find a trusted 
friend. Be sure that the counsel you 
receive is "wise and in the Lord." 
Would you believe, that quote is right 
from the tip of a teenager's tongue? 
So, what's it like at your house? 
BIKE HIKE TO GENERAL CONFERENCE—1976 
The Board of Christian Education of the Brethren in Christ Church is 
sponsoring a Bike Hike to the 1976 General Conference. The Bike Hike will 
leave from Abilene, Kansas, June 14,1976, and arrive at General Conference 
in Azusa, California, on July 3, 1976. The route will be the southern route. 
The Board of Christian Education is cooperating with Out-Spokin in this 
project. Out-Spokin is a Christian organization that has been leading bike 
hikes since 1968. 
Out-Spokin will provide a fleet of Schwinn Super Sport bicycles. A scout-
mechanic-safety man accompanies the cyclists on a motorcycle. A truck pulls 
a specially-designed Out-Spokin trailer carrying food, cooking equipment, 
personal supplies, spare parts and mechanical equipment. 
All possible precautions are taken to insure the riders' safety. Safety 
guidelines are strictly enforced and orange blaze cloth flags are displayed on 
each bike and rider to caution motorists. Trip insurance is also provided each 
rider. 
Dale and Margaret Engle, Ashland, Ohio, along with five persons from 
Out-Spokin, will lead the hike. Dale and Margaret are graduates of Messiah 
College. Dale is presently attending Ashland Seminary. They have been 
actively involved in camping and youth ministries. The Out-Spokin leaders 
have special training in safety and first aid. 
Persons 15 years of age and older may participate. Adults as well as 
young people are encouraged to participate. 
The total cost for the Bike Hike is $199. This includes the use of a bicycle, 
food, insurance, and campsite expenses. Persons owning a Schwinn Super 
Sport bicycle may ride their own bikes. The fees would then be reduced by 
approximately $10. 
If you are Interested in participating in this Bike Hike, please write to Bike 
Hike, Box 127, Nappanee, Ind. 46550. Since a maximum of 35 people can go 
^ on the hike, applications will be received on a first come, first served basis. 
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The Canadian Holiness Federation Executive Committee: (Left to Right) The Rev. Neil Hightower, 
president; Bishop Roy V. Sider, past president; Bishop Donald N. Bastian, 1st vice-president; The Rev. 
Alexander Ardrey, 2nd vice-president; The Rev. James Spearman, secretary. 
The Canadian Holiness Federation—1975 
Over one hundred delegates from all 
a c r o s s C a n a d a r e p r e s e n t i n g e i g h t 
"Method i s t " denominations met April 14-
16, 1975, at the Emmanuel Church of the 
Nazarene, Toronto, Ontar io. 
Dr. Arthur M. Climenhaga, dean of the 
Western Evangelical Seminary, Portland, 
Oregon, was the guest preacher. Dr. Cli-
menhaga 's devotional themes centered 
around the complete work of the Holy 
Spirit in the life of the Christian: "The Call 
To Surrender"; "The Cry For Power In 
Service"; " T h e Conditions of Sacrifice" 
and " S o Send I You." 
Discussion by church leaders and 
delegates characterized the new spirit of 
Canadian nationalism and rising co-opera-
tion among Canadian "Method i s t " com-
munions. Concern was expressed that 
these like-minded churches co-operate 
more closely in all phases of ministry. 
Gradua te and theological education in 
Canada , inner-city social concerns, a 
retirement center and co-operative mission 
to the Canadian Indians received priority. 
Out going president, Bishop Roy Sider, 
expressed pleasure at the "continuing and 
growing sense of unity" member denomi-
nations were sharing with one another. He 
also expressed concern that the C H F co-
operate in church planting, ministerial 
training, stewardship education and youth 
ministries. 
The Canadian Holiness Federation was 
founded in 1943. It is the counterpart of 
the American Christian Holiness Associa-
tion. The participating denominations are: 
The Brethren in Christ Church in Canada, 
T h e C h u r c h of the N a z a r e n e , T h e 
Evangelical Church, The Free Methodist 
Church in C a n a d a , The Miss ionary 
Church, The Salvation Army, The Stan-
d a r d C h u r c h of A m e r i c a , and the 
Wesleyan Church in Canada. 
These denominations all have roots in 




Messiah Professors on Leave 
Four Messiah College professors are 
involved in special study or teaching 
assignments in the coming months. 
D r . Gera ld G. S w a i m , A s s o c i a t e 
Professor of Religion and History, has 
accepted a National Endowment for the 
Humanities award for study of Roman 
culture in the age of Augustus at the 
University of Texas this summer. While 
the entire seminar will be useful as back-
ground for the Ancient Ideas and Insti-
tutions course, Dr. Swaim plans to devote 
special attention to the religious conditions 
of the period, particularly in the relation-
ships between religions and the state. 
Dr. Mart in H. Schrag, Chairman of the 
Department of Religion and Philosophy, 
will be enrolled in a semester of study at 
the University of Pittsburgh this fall. The 
Peace and Conflict Studies Term is a co-
operative venture among people in peace 
studies and in ternat ional re la t ions at 
various schools and research centers. A 
visiting or floating faculty of about 15 
people f rom various places will par-
ticipate. With enrollment limited to about 
80 students, the classes will include lec-
tures, seminars, simulations, work pro-
jects, and other events. 
Dr. Ronald J. Sider, Associate Professor 
of History and Religion, is the recipient of 
a one-year fellowship for concentrated 
s t u d y a n d w r i t i n g on " H i s t o r i c a l 
Methodology and Jesus' Resurrection." 
The grant comes from the Institute for 
Advanced Christian Studies. Dr. Sider's 
studies, which will be done during all of 
1976, will be aimed toward the publi-
cation of a book. A major part of the year 
will be spent at Harvard University, and at 
least a month in Europe. 
Mr. Earl D. Miller, Professor Emeritus, 
recently went to Thailand for a year to 
replace a missionary music teacher who is 
on furlough. He will teach voice and 
hymnology in the Thailand Seminary in 
Chaing Mai. The seminary is operated by 
the Church of Christ in Thailand, a union 
of the mainline Protestant churches in that 
country. His wife, Christine, accompanied 
him and will be working in the seminary 
office. They are serving under the Presby-
terian National Board of Missions. 
MISSIONS 
Samuel and Joyce King and family left 
for their assignments at Mtshabezi Mis-
sion (Rhodesia) on May 30, following their 
furlough in central Pennsylvania. Sam will 
be in charge of the building program at the 
secondary school and teachers' training 
college at Mtshabezi. 
Dr. and Mrs. Nelson Entwistle and 
family of Camp Hill, Pa., left Lancaster 
June 5 for Zambia . They plan to be there 
f rom June 18 to August 22, with Dr. 
Entwistle serving with Dr. David Byer at 
the Macha Hospital. The Entwistles attend 
the Evangelical Free Church in Hershey. 
On July 3 Jim and Doris Cober and 
family are scheduled to arrive in Phila-
delphia, on furlough from their assign-
ments at Purnea, India. This summer they 
will assume the pastorate at Heise Hill 
(Ontario). 
Henry and Edna Kreider and family 
conclude their brief furlough with their 
planned departure July 8. Dr. Kreider 
returns to the M a d h i p u r a Chr is t ian 
Hospital in Northeast India. 
MCC 
New Volunteers Begin Terms 
Prior to leaving for their assignments, 
14 volunteers with Mennonite Central 
Committee spent 10 days at the M C C 
headquarters in Akron, Pa., learning 
about M C C ' s total program and preparing 
for their assignments. The orientation, 
which includedboth North American and 
overseas volunteers, lasted from May 6 to 
15. 
Millard and Sharon Engle have begun a 
second term with Mennon i t e Cent ra l 
Committee in Africa. From 1971 to 1974 
they taught in secondary schools in 
Swaziland. In their new assignment they 
will be working for two years in Mochudi, 
14 Evangelical Visitor 
Botswana, to develop nethouses, green-
house-type structures covered with net 
instead of glass to cut the intense sunlight 
and heat and allow vegetables to grow 
better. The son of Frances Engle of 
Abilene, Kansas, Millard is a member of 
the Zion Brethren in Christ Church in 
Abilene. He holds a B.A. in biology from 
Messiah College. Sharon 's parents are Asa 
and Mir iam Burkholder of Shippensburg, 
Pa., and she is a member of the Mt. Rock 
Brethren in Christ Church near Shippens-
burg. She received a B.A. in behavioral 
science from Messiah College. 
Phil Slabaugh has begun a two-year 
term with Mennonite Central Commit tee 
at Forest Haven, a residential institution 
for retarded persons near Laurel, Md. He 
is the son of Roman and Irma Slabaugh of 
Dalton, Ohio, and a member of Sippo 
Valley Brethren in Christ Church. 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
Rev. George Sheffer was the guest 
speaker for the Fairview congregation on 
Sunday, April 27. It was the 21st anniver-
sary of Fairview's present location on 
Reeser 's Summit . A fellowship dinner was 
held in the parsonage basement. Rev. 
Lewis H. Byer is the pastor. 
The Green Spring congregation hosted a 
T r i - C h u r c h e s W e e k e n d R a l l y wi th 
Mowersville and South Mountain con-
gregations on May 17 and 18. Guest 
speakers were Rev. Charles Lenker and 
Rev. Graybill Brubaker. The "Relat ion-
ships" and the "Jubi lees" provided special 
music. The host pastor is Rev. Lome 
Lichty. 
The Locust Grove Sunday School offered 
Keith L. Brooks ' " G r e a t Prophet ic 
Themes" as an elective for the Spring 
Quarter . The teacher of the course was 
Mahlon Frey. Rev. Charles Lehman is the 
pastor. 
On Saturday, May 17, the Martinsburg 
congregation hosted nine churches for quiz 
teams. The pastor is Rev. Bob Keller. 
Mrs. Richard Witmer was the guest 
speaker for the Mechanicsburg Annual 
Ladies Fellowship on May 20. Rev. Daniel 
Hoover is the pastor. 
The Christ 's Crusaders of the Mt. Rock 
congregation celebrated Youth Weekend 
on May 3, 4. The young people began the 
weekend with a banquet, with David 
Hodges as the guest speaker. They took 
complete charge of the Sunday morning 
service with Lynn Thrush, a Messiah 
College graduate, bringing the message. 
The pastor is Avery Musser. 
Atlantic 
The Fellowship Chapel congregation 
held evangelistic services on April 27-May 
4. Rev. Henry Garcia, who was saved from 
the habit of drugs, was the evangelist. Rev. 
Alvin J. Book is the pastor. 
The combined choirs of the Manor 
congregation presented "The Way" on 
Sunday, May 25. The pastor is Rev. John 
B. Hawbaker. 
On Mother 's Day, May 11, the Master-
sonville congregation held a dedication 
service for Matthew Alan, son of Mr . and 
Mrs. Luther Schwartz. Rev. Jesse B. 
Dourte is the pastor. 
On Sunday, May 11, Rev. and Mrs. 
Warren Hoffman presented the morning 
service to the Maytown congregation. They 
also had several selections in song. The 
Hoffmans were home from their service in 
Labish, Oregon. The pastor at Maytown is 
Rev. Earl Herr. 
Canadian 
The S tockaders (Chris t ian Service 
Brigade) of the Stayner congregation won 
the 1975 shield in a two-county field meet 
held north of Toronto. Each of the Stayner 
boys won at least one ribbon with the 
leader winning three firsts and two 
seconds. The pastor is Rev. Harvey Sider. 
Guests of the Wainfleet congregation 
were Rev. and Mrs. Stephen Ndlovu and 
Mr . and Mrs. Glen Pierce on Sunday 
evening, May 18. The pastor is Rev. 
Ronald Lofthouse. 
Central 
On Sunday evening, May 18, the Chris-
tian Union congregation heard Rev. Paul 
Unruh speak on "Place of the Christian 
Individual in the World Today." A pot-
luck fellowship meal preceded the service. 
Rev. Marlin Ressler is the pastor. 
Each family of the Phoneton congrega-
tion planned something to share for 
Na t iona l Family Mon th on Sunday 
evening, May 25. The pastor is Rev. Elam 
Dohner. 
Births 
Burkholder: Kimberley Joanne, born 
April 20 to Mr. and Mrs. Carl Burkholder, 
Newville, Pa. 
Burton: Eric Sean, born Feb. 28 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Burton, Green Spring 
congregation, Pa. 
Flewelling: Jerome Eugene, bom April 6 
to Mr . and Mrs. Eugene Flewelling, Green 
Spring congregation, Pa. 
Hain: Heather Loine, born Feb. 26 to 
Rev. and Mrs. James Hain, Hartfield, Va. 
Kreider: Ngoc Hue, chosen daughter of 
Kathryn Ann Kreider, Palmyra congre-
gation, Pa. 
Krow: Shonda, born Nov. 9, 1974 to 
Mr. and Mrs. William Krow, Mt . Pleasant 
congregation, Pa. 
Lehman: Shawn Michael, born in May 
to Mr . and Mrs. Ray Lehman, Locust 
Grove congregation, Pa. 
Mellinger: Josh McCord. bom April 20 
to Mr . and Mrs. Barry Mellinger, Manor 
congregation, Pa. 
Yeager: Roy Aaron, bom Nov. 3, 1974 
to Mr . and Mrs. Roy Yeager, Green 
Spring congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Boyer-Hoffman: Karen, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Hoffman, Maytown, Pa., 
and Donald, son of Mr . and Mrs. Clyde 
Boyer, Elizabethtown, Pa., May 11 in the 
Maytown Brethren in Christ Church with 
the brother of the bride, Rev. Warren 
Hoffman, officiating. 
Bryson-Hubbard: Robin, daughter of 
Mr . and Mrs. Robert Hubbard, Mt. Joy, 
Pa., and Wayne, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Bryson, Manheim, Pa., in the Mt. 
Pleasant Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Malcolm Lee Boultbee officiating. 
F o r r y - M u l l e n : J . L y n n e M u l l e n , 
daughter of Mr . and Mrs. LeRoy Heisey, 
and Gary K., son of Mr. and Mrs. Musser 
Forry, both of Manheim, Pa., May 10 in 
the Ruhls United Methodist Church with 
Rev. Harry Bert officiating. 
Mishler-Hepler: Pamala Sue, daughter 
of Mr . and Mrs. Wayne Hepler, and Jim, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Chad Mishler, both of 
Nappanee, Ind., April 26 in the Mt . Tabor 
Church of God with Rev. James A. 
McKibbin officiating. 
Musser-Pomeroy: Ruth Ann, daughter 
of Mr . and Mrs. Raymond Pomeroy, 
Enola, Pa., and Charles N „ son of Mr . and 
Mrs. John A. Musser, Carlisle, Pa., May 
17, in the Mechanicsburg Brethren in 
Christ Church with uncle of the bride, Rev. 
Alvin Shaffer, and Rev. Daniel Hoover 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Hoke: Elizabeth Brenaman Hoke, born 
Aug. 22, 1891, in Pleasant Hill, Ohio, died 
April 24, 1975, in the Messiah Home. She 
was married to Harvey W. Hoke who 
preceded her in death. She is survived by a 
sister, M a r y Brechbill; two brothers : 
Albert and Lester Brenaman; 8 foster 
grandchildren; and 6 foster great-grand-
children. A son and a foster son preceded 
her in death. She was a member of the 
Highland Brethren in Christ Church were 
she and her husband served as deacon and 
wife for many years. The funeral service 
was held in the Messiah Home Chapel 
with Rev. Andrew Slagenweit and Rev. 
LeRoy Yoder officiating. A further service 
was held in the Highland Church with Rev. 
Lou i s C o b e r and Rev . C a r l U le ry 
officiating. Interment was in the Highland 
Cemetery. 
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problems rather than solve them. They 
raise questions rather than answer 
them. 
Where Did We Go Wrong? 
We have a stereotype concept that 
as missionaries, we have something to 
give. We have developed a superior 
feeling that "we have it all together" 
and therefore our medicine, our edu-
cation, our religion, our life style, our 
values, our priorities, our choices are 
somehow more efficacious than theirs. 
We somehow feel that if they become 
like us, they will hold their head 
higher, they will quicken their step, 
they will please God better, and they 
will be happier. We have adopted the 
policy and philosophy that when we 
have ministered, and given, and 
taught, and healed and helped, we 
have a r r ived and achieved the 
kingdom of God. 
But, alas, not so. For in our noble 
efforts we may have destroyed the very 
thing we wished to create — we may 
have injured the very thing we wished 
to heal — we may have extinguished 
the very thing we wished to nurture. 
What are these things we may have 
undone rather than done? They are 
things we took away from him. We 
took away his dignity, self respect, self 
worth, his way of life, his culture, his 
livelihood, his traditions. 
To be sure, we have not done 
everything wrong. We have tried to 
salvage where we can. We have in-
troduced them to "the one in whom we 
live and move and have our being," 
Jesus Christ. But sometimes the havoc 
already done seems too great to 
redeem. Many of them don't hear the 
voice of Christ because they have 
heard the voice of too many other 
foreigners that made great promises, 
but left them empty handed. 
What We Can Learn 
There are no easy answers to the 
dilemma. We are victimized by our 
culture in the same way they are 
victimized by theirs — but what 
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makes us feel ours is superior? The 
only certain superior thing we can 
claim is Jesus Christ — ana that is it. 
Perhaps we need to sit at their feet for 
a while. In many token ways, we have 
deferred to them — we sing their 
language (translated from our hymns), 
we drool over their fry bread, we 
praise their turquoise jewelry, we 
Ereserve pictures of their hogans, orses, and sheep. 
But these things are in vogue, 
fashionable and nurture our tastes, 
egos and equity. Maybe if we listened 
to their voices, absorbed their tastes, 
walked in their shoes, heard their 
proverbs and words of wisdom, 
learned f rom their experiences, 
breathed their air, and developed a 
sensitivity to what they love, learn and 
live, perhaps our message of Jesus 
Christ would be heard. 
Where Do We Go From Here? 
And yet, is it even that simple? I'm 
afraid not. They don't want us to 
become like them any more than we 
want them to become like us. They 
need our help, and we need theirs. 
Perhaps that is the starting point. 
Each side recognizing that they don't 
have the answers and that dialogue 
must occur, honest dialogue with an 
acknowledgment of how badly each 
needs the other to share hurts, to 
nurture faith, to explore alternatives, 
to search for answers, and to pray in 
harmony. We don't have to become 
like each other, but only recognize 
what it is that we have in common and 
build upon that. 
What do we have in common? All of 
the human emotions of love, fears, dis-
couragements, disappointments, joys, 
doubts, uncertainties. Building rela-
tionships with people begins with 
sharing these feelings and experiences 
that all of the human race have 
known. Details are different, cultures 
influence our perception of experi-
ence, goals and values are in different 
priorities, but the end results are very 
similar — "my feelings." 
Sometimes the white man is seen by 
Navajos as being immune to failure, 
untouched by fears, resistant to 
doubts, and protected from hurts. This 
is not so, and we must come down 
from the pedestal on which we have 
been placed (or in which we have 
placed ourselves), willing to admit that 
these human needs are real with us, 
just as they are real with others. 
If we identify needs as something we 
have in common, we do have the 
opportunity of sharing with them that 
which we have found to sustain us in 
and through these needs, Jesus 
Christ! Our very admission of being 
unable to solve all of our own 
Sroblems, our recognition that con-icts, confusion and frustrations are 
real, and our testimony that Jesus 
Christ becomes our advocate and 
companion for the difficulties we ex-
perience, may communicate in ways 
which education, medicine, even food 
and clothing, have been unable to do 
in the past. We do this, not in a 
condescending way, but within the 
scriptural context of "When she hath 
found her lost coin, she tells her 
friends." 
We are looking for points of contact 
that rise above the decoys of the 
obvious. We don't suddenly terminate 
education, medicine or other resources 
that are functional, but we stop using 
them as excuses. We start ordering our 
priorities so we examine what is hap-
pening, what has happened, what can 
happen, and finally, what will happen. 
We then set about to do this, at times 
through trial and error, at times based 
on experience, at times by insight, but 
always by impulse of the Holy Spirit. 
Will you pray with us that we may 
know God's impulse for continuing 
ministries among the Navajo people? 
They need us and we need them, 
perhaps more than anytime in the 
past. What do we have in common? 
Needs which Jesus Christ can meet. 
By your giving and through your 
prayers, you can be a part of this 
program. 
